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Funders Fair Welcomes Big Lottery and
Creative Scotland to Pollok
In an event organised by Humza
Yousaf MSP and his MP colleague Chris Stephens, funders
were invited to meet with charities, social enterprises and community organisations from across
the Glasgow Pollok constituency.
Following a welcome by Humza
and presentations by Big Lottery
and Creative Scotland, funders
including The Robertson Trust,
Asda Foundation and Paths for
All met with community representatives to discuss potential
grant funding for local projects.
Speaking at the event, Humza
praised the dedication of attendees, including Mellow Parenting,
Unlock Employment, South West
Foodbank and many more, to the
communities they serve:
“I am not surprised by the success
of Pollok’s first ever Funders Fair
– there are so many worthy projects in my constituency. Hopefully connections made between
funders and charities today will
lead to longer term relationships,
and ensure they can continue to
deliver their valuable services
for many years to come.”
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Above : Presentations at Pollok Funders Fair Below : Humza Yousaf MSP with local volunteers
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C a rd o n a l d L i b r a r y Re f u r b i s h e d
56,000, classes, activities and has created a
new community space for groups or individuals.

Above : Humza Yousaf MSP and Susan Dillon, Librarian

After a 31-week period of refurbishment,
Cardonald Library re-opened its doors
to the public. The library now has a lively and spacious children’s area, new
books bringing their collection total to over

GCP
Mens
Group
Question MSP on Brexit

Following a visit, Humza Yousaf MSP said:
“It was a pleasure being shown around the
library and finding out all about the community’s plans for its use. Libraries are wonderful places on so many levels - a space
that nurtures literacy and the love of reading in people of all ages, as well as where
people can find peace and spend time
without having to spend money. After 48
years and a short closure for refurbishment, I am delighted that the library remains
at the heart of Cardonald’s community”
Cardonald library also offers free Wi-Fi and PC
access, and the newly designed community
hub is home to partner-led advice services delivered by Jobs and Business Glasgow, Macmillan @ Glasgow Libraries, Glasgow Housing Association and Glasgow City Council.
For the younger members they are able
to enjoy a brand new Bookbug and Storytelling sessions, with the opportunity for adults to join in with a yearround programme of a range of events.

Above : Humza outside Cardonald Library

Constituency Office Coffee Morning Raises
Hundreds for Macmillan Cancer Support

Humza Yousaf MSP met with Govan Community Project’s Mens Group to hear what
has been on their minds recently. Most of all
- Brexit! Attendees sought reassurances that
their MSP is standing up to protect the rights
of EU citizens and all nationalities living in
Scotland, which he was happy to provide.
“I am committed to speaking up for all those
who live here in Scotland and in my constituency of Glasgow Pollok. Wherever you
come from, I welcome that you have chosen
to make your home here in Scotland, and will
do everything in my power to ensure that you
continue to feel welcome here, regardless of
how Brexit pans out.”
Above : (Left) Humza and Chris Stephens MP (Right) Macmillan Coffee Morning

Above : Humza with GCP Mens Group
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Humza Yousaf MSP and Chris Stephens make this year’s coffee morning an
MP’s third annual coffee morning went ahead even greater success than the last.”
in October 2018 and raised over £450 –
smashing the total raised the previous year. Macmillan Cancer Support’s nurses and holistic services such as Improving the Cancer
Humza said: “My heartfelt thanks go to my Journey
have
a
tremendous
footconstituents, who have donated generous- print in my constituency, and I am
ly – both money and baked goods to help us proud to support them in any way I can.

MSP
We l c o m e s 1 7 8 N e w
Affordable Homes in Nitshill
Humza Yousaf MSP visited Newﬁeld Square,
the site of a Sanctuary development on which
178 new homes are being built, including 102
for social rent. He also met with a number of
apprentices working on the site, from the local
area. The development includes a mix of 2, 3
and 4-bedroom houses and ﬂats, 76 of which
are being sold via the Scottish Government’s

New Supply Shared-Equity Scheme, with
the rest available for social rent via Sanctuary
Scotland
Housing
Association.
Humza said: “I am acutely aware of the importance of social and affordable housing in
my constituency, which is why I so proudly welcome the Scottish Government’s commitment to build 50,000 new affordable

homes by 2021. Further to that, I am glad to
see several large developments both in progress and completed across my constituency,
from Cardonald to North Pollok to Penilee. It
was a pleasure to visit the Newﬁeld Square to
ﬁnd out more about the wonderful new homes
being built in Nitshill – I have been particularly
impressed by how quickly they have gone up!”

(Left) New homes in Drumbeg Drive (Right) Humza Yousaf MSP with Richard Smith and David Paterson

Promoting and Celebrating the Govan Stones

Above : Humza Yousaf MSP and Chris Stephens MP with Govan Waterfront Stakeholder

In April 2018 Humza Yousaf MSP and Govan
Heritage Trust arranged a roundtable meeting in Glasgow’s City Chambers to discuss
redevelopment works at Govan Old church.
Govan Old hosts a collection of 31 stunningly carved early medieval stones, including the
Govan Sarcophagus which dates back to the
9th Century. Govan Heritage Trust is keen to
ensure that, as some of Govan’s greatest and

Right : Humza, Pat Cassidy, Prof Steve Driscoll, Alex Patterson
(Historic Environment Scotland)

most historically signiﬁcant assets, the stones’
display is secured for generations to come.
Following on from the meeting in April, which
was attended by head of the City Deal, Central Govan Action Plan and local councillors,
Humza invited Alex Paterson, Chief Executive of Historic Environment Scotland, to visit Govan Old, to see the stones and advise
on what support they might be able to offer.
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How Can Humza Help?
As your local Member of the Scottish Parliament, Humza takes on Casework related to a range of devolved issues, including health, social
care, education, community safety, fuel poverty/utilities and local services. Since he was ﬁrst elected to Glasgow Pollok, Humza has made
representations on behalf of over 1600 constituents, with 650 cases taken on in 2018. Here are just a few of the cases we have worked on:

Sean

John

Ryan
“I contacted Humza’s office after receiving bills for a phone number and network I
knew nothing about. I was getting nowhere
with the network’s customer service advisors. After Humza’s team got involved I
received a letter of apology - and no more
bills!”

“Due to a technicality, Glasgow City Council
declined my application for an on-street disabled parking space outside my home. Humza
liaised with my landlords, the Council’s OT services and City Building to get me a driveway,
so I will no longer have to park streets away
from my home.”

“I contacted Humza’s team for help at the most
difﬁcult time for my family. They helped to put
us in touch with the right services, and ensure
we got all the support we are entitled to. Dealing with Social Work can be overwhelming - I
hope people know to get in touch with their
local MSP if they need help.”

“Being made homeless by a private landlord 24 hours after my 3rd child
was born was one of the hardest times in our lives. With 3 small children, one if which is profoundly disabled, navigating the system was
incredibly daunting and ﬁnding a property which suited our needs, as
well as my daughter’s, seemed impossible.

Rebecca

“We approached Humza and asked for help - I had expected that he
may perhaps write a letter of support but to actually attend the meeting
with me and advocate on my family’s behalf made me feel like we were
truly supported and not just lip service. From simple keeping in touch
phone calls to actually attending meetings with housing associations I
really felt like we were not in it alone.
“We now have our forever family home which will suit my daughter’s
needs for the rest of her life and we never have to face that uncertainty
or the toll it took on my mental health ever again.”

Contact Humza as your local MSP
for Glasgow Pollok Constituency
1612 Paisley Rd W, Glasgow G52 3QN

e m a i l humza.yousaf.msp@parliament.scot
website www.humzayousaf.org
p h o n e 0141 882 4647

@humzayousaf

Community Surgeries
2nd Friday of Every Month:
11am Pearce Institute, 840-860 Govan Road, G51 3UU
2pm-4pm Friday 15th March
Penilee Community Centre
10 Gleddoch Rd, Glasgow G52 4BD

4pm-6pm Friday 5th April
Darnley Community Centre
10 Glen Livet Pl, Glasgow G53 7LA

4pm-6pm Friday 28th June
Asda Govan
500 Helen St, Glasgow G51 3HR
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4pm Constituency Ofﬁce, 1612-1614 Paisley Road West, G52 3QN
3pm-5pm Friday 26th April
Crookston Community Group
56 Beltrees Rd, Glasgow G53 5TF

4pm-6pm Monday 15th July
Sainsburys Darnley
10 Darnley Mains Rd, Glasgow G53
7RH

4pm-6pm Friday 10th May
Leithland Neighbourhood Centre
25 Kempsthorn Rd, Glasgow G53 5SR

4pm-6pm Friday 23rd August
Ashpark Primary School
75 Kyleakin Rd, Glasgow G46 8DQ

Unveiling the Mary Barbour Statue Govan Men’s Shed
Humza Yousaf MSP attended the celebrations, where a statue of Mary Barbour being followed by a procession
of protesters was unveiled. Mrs Barbour was one of several women who led
rent-strikes during WWI, when unscrupulous landlords tried to hike up rent
prices. She spent her whole life serving
the people of Glasgow, and standing up
for the rights of women. Humza said:
“Mary Barbour was once one of the most
underappreciated figures in Glasgow’s history - this statue is a step towards rectifying that. It is a shame there are so few statues of women in our city - but I am glad we
now have not one, but two here in Govan!”
Above Humza and Lord Provost Eva Bolander
Above : Humza and Chris Stephens MP at the opening

Berryknowes Community Flat

After many months of excellent hard work by
volunteers and the local Practice Sister Sarah Everett, the Govan Men’s Shed ofﬁcially
opened in 2018. It is open to men who have
become isolated or are at risk of mental ill
health - it is an opportunity to socialise in an
environment that isn’t too intimidating, and to
pass on skills to new friends.

WASP I Wo me n
March i n Go van

Above : Humza speaks to service-users at Berryknowes Community Flat ofﬁcial re-opening Below : Humza speaking with residents

The much-loved Berryknowes
Community Flat has moved to
a new, improved space in the
same building. Southside HA
sought funding for the project
after receiving feedback from
service-users that they needed a bigger, more accessible space for their activities.
New activities include domino
nights, movie afternoon and
the ‘Brain of Berryknowes’
quiz!

Humza joined Women Against State Pension
Injustice (WASPI) from all across Glasgow and
marched from Festival Park to the Mary Barbour statue in protest at the UK Government
delaying women born in 1950’s pensions, all
with no notice or consultation.

Above : WASPI march through Govan
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Pearce Institute Event Marks Sixteen Days
of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence
The Shifting Sands event, jointly hosted by Humza
Yousaf MSP, Glasgow Women’s Library, The Daisy Project and Amina Muslim Women’s Resource
Centre on 30th November 2018, invited the public
to learn more about new Coercive Control legislation and how the implementation of the Domestic
Abuse (Scotland) Act will help victims. This legislation is the ﬁrst of its kind which will cover psychological abuse and coercive control, as well as
physical violence.
The event included a welcome by Humza Yousaf,
an overview of the legislation by Fiona Macmillan
from ASSIST, an exhibition and a short play written by survivors of domestic abuse, which uses
one woman’s story to highlight the dynamics and
behaviours of coercive control and the impact it
has on victims.
The event was timed to mark the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence (GBV),
during which thousands of events are held every
year all over the world from November 25th to
December 10th, World Human Rights Day, to
Above : Humza welcomes attendees to Shifting Sands event
help educate against and tackle attitudes, cultural practices, and institutions which encourage or Souls of Our Shoes
In this exhibition, abuse in the home is portrayed
perpetuate violence against women.
by a presentation of shoes. The collection of
Syma Ahmed, BME Development Worker at Glas- shoes on show, with their accompanying comments, will speak on behalf of abused individugow Women’s Library says:
“Just as the title suggests, ‘Shifting Sands’ de- als who suffer, and some who die, at the hands
scribes a relationship where the person feels they of their partner or ex-partner. Other comments
have no clear footing - each move makes them come from people who journey with them and
feel they can stumble or uncertain. This type of re- reﬂections will represent a faith perspective.
lationship is abusive yet it is not physical nor ver- With timely help, many can escape from their
bal. It’s an abuse which can take the victim some- abusive situation, rebuild their conﬁdence and
time to unravel what is going on often leaving live in safety.
them feeling vulnerable. Isolated, confused lost, The original idea for this exhibition came from
resentful, and more seriously severe depression, the Y.W.C.A. and was entitled “104 Pairs of
Shoes”.
low self-esteem and suicidal.”

Above: Shifting Sands play Below: Souls of Our Shoes exhibit

Much-loved Hospice Shop Re-opens
Following a 9-month closure due to a despicable

wonderful care to a member of my family at the

incident of fire-raising, MSP Humza Yousaf cut

end of his life, providing comfort to all of us at

the ribbon on the newly renovated Prince and

the most difficult of times. We got to know staff

Princess of Wales Hospice Shop in Cardonald.

and volunteers at their Cardonald shop well

Queues formed outside the shop in the hour

when we moved our constituency office into the

leading up to its official opening - a testament to

unit next door - and were shocked to hear of

its importance to the local community.

the destruction caused by a fire in 2017. I am

Welcoming its return, Humza said:

pleased that the shop is open once again for

“The Prince and Princess of Wales Hospice is a

the people of Cardonald to visit and pick up a

charity that is close to my heart - they provided

bargain.”
Above : Cutting the Ribbon at PPWH Shop
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Parliament Goings On

Above : Humza and visitors with the Scottish Parliament mace

Above : Maslows volunteers in the Debating Chamber

The Scottish Parliament is your Parliament!
This is a principle that is reﬂected throughout
the building, both in design and how business
is conducted. Humza hosts many visits by local school groups and community organisations
each year - he is only too glad to show constituents around the building and arrange tickets to
watch a debate in the chamber.

In addition to group visits, Humza has also welcomed a number of charities and local businesses to Parliament for events celebrating the
excellent work they do.
Get in touch if you know a community group or
organisation that you think would enjoy a visit to
their very own Scottish Parliament.

Above : Cardonald and Craigton Seniors Forum

S i l v e r b u r n
True

Value

of

Retail

Humza sponsored a reception for one of
the biggest employers in his constituency, Silverburn Shopping Centre. The reception celebrated the positive impact
larger companies can have in the region
in which they operate, including supporting local schools and community organisations and employing local people.
Above : Silverburn staff in Chamber

Awaz : Our Heritage
Humza also sponsored
Awaz FM’s Our Journey
Heritage Project reception, which promoted an
oral archive project seeking to record and preserve the stories of 1st
generation South Asian
migrants in Scotland.

Above : Humza speaking at the Our Heritage event in parliament
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Basketball at St Paul’s

Pollok United GoFitba Project

Humza attended a thrilling semi-ﬁnal of the
Pollok Schools basketball tournament at St
Paul’s Secondary School.

SAPC Community Sports Hub

Humza was tasked with presenting the trophies
at the annual SAPC Pro Community Festival at
the Community Sports Hub.

Humza was delighted to welcome Minister
for Public Health and Sport (at-the-time)
Aileen Campbell to visit Pollok United Football Club in Corkerhill to hear all about the
GoFitba project they delivered with the
help of the Scottish Football Partnership

Trust and local Primary Schools. With the
aim of delivering ‘Football for All’ the GoFitba project develops talent in young people
from diverse backgrounds and provides
healthy cooked meals, promoting healthy
lifestyles.

A Message from Humza

It is an enormous pleasure to represent Glasgow Pollok as your local MSP. I have been
representing this constituency for almost three years, in that time I have been lucky to
meet thousands of my constituents and many great organisations that work tirelessly to
provide vital services for those right across the South West of Glasgow.
With the help of my dedicated Office Team, I have helped thousands of constituents
with a variety of issues, from housing to healthcare and everything in-between. For me,
this is the most important part of my job as an MSP – to help you in any way I possibly
can, so please do not hesitate to contact me using the details in this annual report if you
think I can be of any assistance to you.
It is also my job to represent you in the Scottish Parliament on the major issues we face
collectively, such as climate change and Brexit. Many of you have been in touch seeking assurances that these matters are being robustly challenged - and I will continue to
raise your voice in the Scottish Parliament.
Whatever your issue, or even if you just want to catch up over a cuppa, don’t hesitate
to get in touch, I would love to hear from you.

Contact Humza as your local MSP

for Glasgow Pollok Constituency
1612 Paisley Rd W, Glasgow G52 3QN
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e m a i l humza.yousaf.msp@parliament.scot
website www.humzayousaf.org
p h o n e 0141 882 4647

Newspaper issued by Humza Yousaf, Member of the Scottish Parliament for Glasgow Pollok
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